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there were no income taxes, but 
everything on the island cost twice 
as much as in Florida. We had 
some interesting incidents, but 
none were entomological, except 
when we bought our daughters 
some candy bars which were full 
of fly maggots! However, we did 
have a good time and arrived back 
in Ottawa just before the start of 
school.

During late February, 1972, Anne 
and I took a group (50 in all) 
to Leticia, Colombia, which I 
have already written about. Not 
mentioned before was that we had 
an offer from a new airline to fly 
our group from Bogota to Leticia 
in a new turboprop plane. The 
price was the same, flying time was 
an hour faster, but since Avianca 
flew us from Miami, and covered 
hotel and ground costs in Bogota, 
we stayed with them. When we 
reached Leticia, the plane from the 
new air line was already there, and 
had been there for over a week. 
They had not thought to ask about 
fuel for a turboprop plane! Their 
plane was there, so we were told, 
for several months. We could have 
done lots of collecting in that time! 
Our lodging was great, so we could 
have easily stayed longer (Photo 7).

One day some of us took a boat 
across the Amazon to Ramon 
Castilla in Peru. Half way across 
we saw a sloth swimming and 
many thought that the animal 
must have been in a tree that had 
fallen in the river. So a rescue 
effort was mounted using a long 
handled paddle. It quickly became 
obvious that the sloth did not want 

us to bother it; with a swipe of one 
front claw it took a large hunk out of 
the paddle; it was then left alone to 
continue its swim. When we landed 
in Peru, the customs shed was just 
that (Photo 8). Five dollars bought 
us a day of collecting in the lowland 
forest which was very different from 
the Leticia side. There were not many 
scarabs, but most were species we 
hadn’t seen on higher ground. On 
the way back we saw a number of 
floating “islands” of vegetation. One 
small “island” was pulled on to our 

Photo 7: Leticia, Colombia, our primitive lodging; the pool 
was popular until an anaconda was found enjoying it one 
morning!

Photo 8: Peru customs shed across Amazon from Leticia; 
as casual as it looks.
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boat and yielded aquatic insects, 
small fish and one Ataenius. This 
made us wonder if this type of 
rafting might explain some of the 
odd distributions of some species 
of insects along the length of the 
Amazon and its tributaries. One of 
the Carleton staff who went with us 
was Don Smith; he was interested in 
small mammals. He set lots of snap 
traps baited with peanut butter, 
but all he caught were lots of large 
cockroaches (Photo 9).

Among our group was the artist 
Robert Bateman, who, at that time, 
was teaching high school and 
came along because of his general 
interest in natural history. He made 
a number of great sketches while we 
were on the Amazon (Photo 10). All 
in all collecting was good, but light 
trapping was only fair - too much 
rain in the evenings. We left Bogota, 
flew to Miami and then to Ottawa. 
Arriving in Ottawa, we found that 
the checked luggage of all 50 of us 
had been left in Miami. We spent 
several hours filling out forms so 
that our bags could be checked 
without our presence. They were 
delivered the next day; no harm 
done.

Photo 9: The only catch of peanut baited traps set in forest 
near Leticia.

Photo 10: Robert Bateman sketching a bat taken at Leticia.


