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A Request for Phanaeus Specimens

I am currently a graduate student
at Rutgers University in New
Jersey. My Ph.D. work is titled
“Phylogenetic analysis of the

dung beetle genus Phanaeus
(Scarabaeidae: Scarabaeinae) using

Dana L. Price

While I have only been working
with dung beetles for four years
now, I am very enthusiastic about
the many great projects that can
be done with dung beetles. Not
only are they great for studies
dealing with biocontrol, behavior,
and sexual selection, they are
also important to understanding
tropical rainforest diversity and
they are of general interest to most
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morphological and molecular data”

that have been fortunate enough to
watch them in their back yard, on
the trail, or on television.

Though my future plans are to
travel to far-away places for the
collection of dung beetles, my own
experiences thus far have been
within the United States. Yes, I

have used my own dung. And yes,

I do believe that human dung is

the worst smelling; no wonder it
attracts so many different species of]
beetles.

While I am gaining experience

here in the U.S., I wish to ask all of
you kind dung-beetle enthusiasts

if you would send me Phanaeus
species. All species are welcome. I
am especially interested in those
species of which there are currently
only a few sitting in museums.
These specimens will be useful

for both internal and external
morphological studies. In addition
to morphological data, these
specimens will be used for the
extraction of DNA. The importance
of fresh specimens for molecular
work cannot be stressed enough.
Any specimens or assistance would
be greatly appreciated.

Ed. Note: Specimens that have come in
contact with ethyl acetate are unusable
for DNA analysis. Drowned or live beetles
should be stored in 95% ethyl alcohol,
which Dana will gladly supply. Dana’s web
page is: www.rci.rutgers.edu/~struwe/price




